
 

1 
 

Liturgy in the Midst of Social Isolation (Fourth Sunday of Easter): May 10, 2020 

Opening Hymn:    Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life  #487             (Larry, Kathy, and Sam) 

1 Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life: 

   such a way as gives us breath; 

   such a truth as ends all strife; 

 such a life as killeth death. 

2 Come, my Light, my Feast, my Strength: 

   such a light as shows a feast; 

   such a feast as mends in length; 

such a strength as makes his guest. 

3 Come, my Joy, my Love, my Heart: 

   such a joy as none can move; 

   such a love as none can part; 

   such a heart as joys in love. 

Priest: Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

Response: The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.  

Let us pray: 
Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know your Son 
Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps in the 
way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen 

The First Lesson:  Acts 7:55-60              read by Ethel Rosally 
Filled with the Holy Spirit, Stephen gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of 
Man standing at the right hand of God!” But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all 
rushed together against him. Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; 
and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. While they were 
stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” Then he knelt down and cried out in 
a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 

Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16     read by Kathy Mau 
1 In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me in your 
  righteousness. 

2 Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me. 

3 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold;   for the 
sake of your Name, lead me and guide me. 

4 Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, for you are my tower of strength. 

5 Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O LORD, O God of truth. 

15 My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who 
    persecute me. 

16 Make your face to shine upon your servant, and in your loving-kindness save me." 
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1 Peter  2:2-10              read by Kathy Mau 
Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation— if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 

Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s 
sight, and like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy 
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands 
in scripture: 

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever believes in 
him will not be put to shame.” 

To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, 

“The stone that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner”, and “A stone 
that makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. But you are a 
chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may 
proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. Once 
you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but 
now you have received mercy. 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 14:1-14 
Jesus said, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my 
Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go 
to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will 
take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. And you know the way to the 
place where I am going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How 
can we know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through me. If you know me, you will know my Father also. From 
now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” Jesus said to him, “Have 
I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has 
seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that I am in the 
Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the 
Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in 
me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. Very truly, I tell you, 
the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works 
than these, because I am going to the Father. I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the 
Father may be glorified in the Son. If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 

Homily: The Rev. Dr. Varghese Mathew 

Announcement of Prayer Requests: Doris Brown 

Prayers of the People:        led by Steve Groth 

Almighty God, we pray for the Universal Church entrusted with your mission and that we 
humbly and faithfully serve you.     (Silence) 
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We pray for all clergy members and leaders of the Church that they may be faithful ministers of 
your Word and Sacraments.           (Silence) 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in our nation and all the nations of the world 
that they make the right decisions especially in the midst of the pandemic COVID-19 that is 
affecting the world.                         (Silence)    

We pray for all authorities and researchers in the field of infectious disease and medicine, all 
health care workers and hospital staff as they work with dedication and sincerity to bring forth 
healing and remedy in the midst of coronavirus and any other illness.       (Silence) 

We pray for all workers such as the fire department, ambulance, police department, grocery 
workers, farmers, factory units, funeral home workers, and any other essential workers and 
departments working in the midst of the COVID-19 crisis that we may have forgotten to name.  
(Silence) 

We pray for all the special prayer requests that we are aware of including those seeking both 
spiritual and physical healing and also we pray for any petitions that we are unaware of at this 
moment. We pray for your compassion on all those who suffer and grieve.    (Silence) 

We pray for the families of all those who have passed away from this world. Help them to find 
peace and hope in the emptiness they may experience through the power of the risen savior.  
(Silence) 

Let us pray for our own needs and any other concerns in our community, while praying for the 
wellbeing of the whole world. (Silence) 

Concluding Prayer:  
Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the prayers 
of your people and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.   

Confession & Absolution: 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.    

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in 
your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.    

Absolution   

Peace   

Birthday or Wedding Anniversary Special Prayers  

Announcements 

Mothers’ Day Tribute:   Francis and Bethsaida   
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Prayer of Spiritual Communion    

Note: According to the resurrection account in Luke’s Gospel, Jesus reveals his presence to two 
of His followers as they journey to Emmaus. Jesus took bread, blessed it and broke it, and gave 
it to them and then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him. In the midst of our own 
personal journey through solitude and social isolation and the inability to physically receive 
Holy Communion; we can be assured of the presence of Jesus Christ on our journey.  If a person 
desires to receive Communion and is unable to do so due to extreme situations, all the benefits 
of the Communion are received, even though the Sacrament is not received physically. Christ is 
present and offers Himself in all fullness whenever and wherever we approach that throne of 
grace.   

Let us pray and spiritually take part in Communion with God and one another:    

My Dearest Lord Jesus Christ, who is risen from the dead: You accompanied your two followers 
on their journey from Jerusalem to Emmaus and they recognized you in the breaking of the 
bread.  Now, as I am in lock down and social isolation, I am unable to receive you as the 
sacramental Bread of Life and as the Cup of Salvation. I trust in your grace that comes in search 
of me transcending all physical barriers. Fill my soul with spiritual food as I spiritually open 
myself. Accompany me in my own personal journey of solitude and open my eyes to recognize 
you. Never permit me to be separated from your love, but instead be united to you my Lord 
and my God, who lives and reigns in unity with the Father and the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

The Lord’s Prayer    

Benediction  

Closing Hymn:  O Praise Ye the Lord #432     (Larry, Kathy, and Sam) 

1
 O praise ye the Lord!  

   Praise him in the height; 
   rejoice in his word, 
   ye angels of light; 
   ye heavens, adore him 
   by whom ye were made, 
   and worship before him, 
   in brightness arrayed. 

2 O praise ye the Lord! 

Praise him upon earth, 
in tuneful accord, 
all ye of new birth; 
praise him who hath brought you 
his grace from above, 
praise him who hath taught you 
to sing of his love. 

3 O praise ye the Lord! 

All things that give sound; 
each jubilant chord 
re-echo around; 
loud organs, his glory 
forth tell in deep tone, 
and sweet harp, the story 
of what he hath done. 

4 O praise ye the Lord! 

Thanksgiving and song 
to him be outpoured 
all ages along! 
For love in creation, 
for heaven restored, 
for grace of salvation, 
O praise ye the Lord! 

Dismissal 


