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WEEKLY SCHEDULE FOR THE MONTH OF 
JANUARY

SUNDAYS:
10:00 AM EUCHARIST
10:00 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL

 
A MESSAGE FROM FR. MATHEW
Dear People of God,
I greet you in the blessed name of Jesus Christ. Also, I wish you 
all a Happy and Blessed New Year. As we are embracing 2021 
and still in the midst of the terrible pandemic of COVID-19 that 
has significantly affected our life; it is quite natural to feel a sense 
of uncertainty about how the New Year would play out. Yet, the 
good news of the vaccine as a result of the hard work of research-
ers and the proactive approach of infectious disease experts 
and health care workers certainly calls for optimism; optimism 
that we shall overcome. This optimism I believe is rooted in a 
component called faith. As the Book of Hebrews states, “Now 
faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things 
not seen (Hebrews 11: 1, New Revised Standard Version). It is 
faith that enables us to seek the rainbow in the sky after a terrible 
rainstorm. The good news of the gospel is about faith even in the 
midst of adversity. As a faith community, let us look forward to 
the New Year with faith. Wishing you all God’s Blessing in the 
New Year!

With love and prayers,
Varghese Mathew+ 

THE FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 6
On January 6  the Church celebrates 
the Feast of the Epiphany, which 
marks the end of the twelve days of 
Christmas. 

Epiphany is a Greek word meaning “manifestation” or “appear-
ing.” At the Feast of the Epiphany we celebrate Jesus being made 
manifest or appearing as Christ. 

Traditionally, there are three manifestations celebrated on this 
feast day.  The most widely celebrated manifestation of Christ on 
this feast day, and the one that has been historically celebrated by 
Christian churches in the West, is Jesus revealed as Christ to the 
three wise men, or Magi, from the East, who followed the Star of 
Bethlehem at Jesus’ birth.

In normal times we would be gathering together as a parish 
family to enjoy our Epiphany Pot Luck supper,  but, as these 
are not normal times, we will have to look forward to defeating 
the COVID virus in 2021 and reuniting once again next year.  
Meanwhile, let us be mindful of the significance of this day in our 
hearts.

In the event of a pastoral emergency, please contact  
Fr. Mathew 914-572-1568

REMEMBER TO BRING DONATIONS FOR THE SOUTH CHURCH FOOD PANTRY 

OUTREACH SUNDAY JANUARY 3; 
HILLSIDE FOOD OUTREACH
The most important thing we can do during the COVID crisis be-
sides observing all the health protocols is to help feed the hungry.  
Hillside Food Outreach serves our most vulnerable  neighbors in 
Westchester—those who are unable to get to the food pantries, 
the elderly and low income people who, for one reason or anoth-
er, lack mobility.  Please help them by giving generously to our 
January Outreach.

MIDNIGHT RUN, JANUARY 15
For this month’s run we need travel size shampoos and condi 
tioners for the toiletry kits. We have been giving out pre- made 
bags of clothing to ensure less hand to hand contact with the 
homeless during the pandemic. The bags have been put together 
by Dale at the Midnight Run office and by Doris Brown.  We 
will also be giving out over 80 lunch bags each packed with a 
sandwich, hard boiled egg, fruit and dessert.  We are grateful to 
all who have been helping to  set up and go on the runs.  

Our December run took place on a very cold night so there 
weren’t as many people as usual out on the streets.. One man told 
Nancy Gotthelf that some of his friends were down in the subway 
keeping warm and asked for things to bring to down to them.  
Hopefully others went to shelters that night.  Just think about that 
whenever you think your house is too cold!  .

A NEW COMMUNITY OUTREACH
Numerous events around the country this past year involving 
interactions between the police and citizens have led to the long 
overdue realization that serious consideration needs to be given 
to ways of improving the relationship between the police and the 
general public.  Have police been expected to do jobs that should 
really be done by social services?  Are there ways to establish 
better everyday relationships between the police and citizens?  
Does policing attract people who are temperamentally and intel-
lectually suited to the demand of the job?, etc.  Every community 
in the country needs to examine this very important relationship 
and make improvements wherever they are called for.

In response to this need communities in New York are being 
asked to set up Task Forces to address the issues involved.  The 
Mayor of Ardsley  has invited Fr. Mathew to be part of a special 
committee known as Police Reform and Reinvention Collabora-
tive Committee which has been charged with the responsibility 
of reviewing police data, evaluating current policing policies and  
helping the Ardsley Police Department foster better community 
relationships. The work of the committee is critical especially in 
the midst of tension that exists in our nation between law enforce-
ment and the communities they serve. The committee will be 
reporting to the Governor of New York.  We are very happy that 
Fr. Mathew and St. Barnabas have been invited  to be involved 
in this most important outreach work.  The work of democracy 
starts within our own communities and it is exciting to see that 
steps are being taken to solve a persistent and long-festering 
national problem.
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A THANK YOU FROM FEEDING WESTCHESTER
The mission  St.. Barnabas has always been the feeding of people 
who are hungry. During the months of July through Septmber our 
Outreach donations were directed to Feeding Westchester
and during those months we received the extraordinary amount of 
$3,174.  In response to our donation, Kathy Wolf, on behalf of St. 
Barnabas, received  the following thank you letter.

“We couldn’t do it without you!

We received your generous $3,174 donation on 10/28/2020.  Now 
more than ever, your support is critical and helps feed our neigh-
bors—our children, seniors, and working families—in towns 
across Westchester.  Feeding Westchester is the primary hunger 
relief agency in Westchester County and we help feed more than 
300,000 of our neighbors who are hungry each month-more than  
twice as many as we were serving pre-COVID-19.  We accom-
plish this by distributing more than 2 million pounds of food each 
month-equivalent to more than 1.6 million meals-through our 
food pantries, program partners, and direct distributions.

Your support helps our neighbors in need like Cassanora: ‘As a 
single mother of three, the Mobile Food Pantry has really helped 
me feed my children in times where I felt that I have to choose 
between food or doing laundry or buying diapers..’

Thank you for your support.  Together we are Feeding 
Westchester.

Gratefully,
Karen C. Erren, President and CEO Feeding Westchester.”

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
SAVE THE CHILDREN
Our thanks to everyone who contributed to our Christmas 
offerings for children.  Some people braved shopping in stores 
to contribute 7 boxes for OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD.  
For SAVE THE CHILDREN we received $325 in donations 
which went to purchase the following gifts:  education for two 
girls, three soccer balls which included enrollment in school, 
art supplies and musical instruments, and a library of books for 
underprivileged children in the U.S.  As you can see with SAVE 
THE CHILDREN the money goes a long way!  Thanks again to 
all those who helped make Christmas a little brighter for children 
in need.

DIVERSITY SINGS: AN INTERFAITH CONCERT 
SATURDAY JANUARY 9
Woodlands Community Temple (Greenburgh, NY), in partnership 
with Peace Islands Institute of NY, is proud to present an evening 
of music among Jews, Muslims and Christians offered up in the 
spirit of mutual understanding. 

The concert will be zoomed on Saturday, January 9, at 7:30 pm. 
While registration is free and open to all, to demonstrate our 
shared sense of fellowship and communal support, viewers are 
encouraged to make online donations to Dobbs Ferry Food Pantry 
(wct.org/DFFP) to help our neighbors weather the coronavirus.

Music will be presented by Peace Islands Institute, Woodlands 
Community Temple, Antioch Baptist Church and Maryknoll 
– with voices in a multitude of languages including English, 
Turkish, Arabic, Spanish, Vietnamese, Cambodian – and sign 
language.  Reserve your place at your computer and sign up at 
wct.org/diversityconcert.

AND ON THE EIGHTH DAY GOD CREATED ZOOM
We are sure that, had there been an eighth day of Creation this is 
what God would have done to help us through the pandemic.  Our 
zoom services have  been a great comfort to those of us who are 
unable to attend services in person.  And so it was that we were 
able to have a full program of Advent and Christmas celebrations.  

Special thanks go to all who 
actually served in the sanctu-
ary, to Fr. Mathew, our priest, 
to Larry Wolf, our organist 
and choir master, to Kathy 
Wolf and Charles Curtis who 
performed beautifully as our 
choir, to all of our readers, to 
those who helped serve at the 
altar, and to Sharon deVivo 
who made zoom possible by 
setting up and managing the 
camera.  Our thanks also go to 
Doris Brown for decorating the church with candles and ribbons 

and making the altar beautiful, 
to Sabina Gaston for making the 
beautiful gold braid to block off the 
aisles for social distancing, to Kathy 
Mau for buying the pointsettias and 
organizing all the readers for the var-
ious services,  and to Bill Sullivan, 
Mike Federico, Dennis Di Vincenzo 
and Steve Groth for putting up the 
Christmas 
tree.  Some-

how it all came together and we were 
able to celebrate the birth of Jesus as a 
parish family.
 
On December 19 we offered A Festival 
of Nine Lessons and Carols in a beau-
tiful service that also featured violinist, 
April Johnson. The traditional service 
tells the story of the birth of Christ 
interspersed with carols.
On Christmas Eve we had our cus-
tomary two services:  The Family 
service at 5 PM and Midnight Mass  
at 11 PM.  


