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WEEKLY SCHEDULE FOR  
THE MONTH OF OCTOBER

SUNDAYS:

10:00 AM HOLY EUCHARIST

A MESSAGE FROM FR. MATHEW
Dear People of God,
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowl-
edge of the Holy One is insight (Proverbs 9: 10, New Revised 
Standard Version). The month of September marked the begin-
ning of another School year or another academic year for many 
educational institutions in New York. Instruction takes place 
either in the form of in-person learning, remote learning, or a 
hybrid model of attendance. I admit to being a bit uneasy as 
my children started their first day of their new school year on 
Thursday, September 10 of 2020. In the midst of the pandemic 
COVID-19, it is a new normal for us with strict social distancing 
guidelines, wearing masks, and frequent sanitizing procedures. 
Also, this is a time of self-examination: A time for us to gain new 
insight and new knowledge in the midst of the new normalcy that 

surrounds us. 

There is a great quote attributed to the great 
philosopher Socrates, “An unexamined life 
is not worth living.” Let each moment in our 
life be about introspection or moments to do 
some soul searching or self analysis. Perhaps 
the moment has come for us to learn many 
things. I believe the moment has approached 

for us to also to unlearn many things – things that we have taken 
for granted. Also, indeed the moment has arrived for us to relearn 
many aspects of life that perhaps we have conveniently forgotten. 
The Word of God is always our guidance. I end this short pastoral 
message with another one of my favorite verses in the Holy Bible, 
“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path (Psalm 
119: 105, NRSV).” I pray that our paths be brightened on our 
journey ahead.

With Love and Prayers,
The Rev. Dr. Varghese Mathew

SUNDAY OCTOBER 4
ST. FRANCIS DAY AND BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS

The Sunday service on Octo- 
ber 4 in observation of St. 
Francis day will be followed 
by a Blessing of the Animals 
outdoors in the upper parking 
lot. Please bring your pet (or a 
picture if your pet is a reluc-
tant traveller) for this special 
event.

In the event of a pastoral emergency, please contact  
Fr. Mathew 914-572-1568

REMEMBER TO BRING DONATIONS FOR THE SOUTH CHURCH FOOD PANTRY 

OUTREACH SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4
EPISCOPAL CHARITIES
Episcopal Charities provides funding and support to a broad 
range of community-based service programs throughout the 
Diocese of New York.  These programs, sponsored by Episcopal 
parishes, serve disadvantaged individuals, youth and families on 
a non-sectarian basis and involve children’s academic enrich-
ment, children’s arts, community kitchens, food pantries, health 
and wellness programs, skills rebuilding programs for adults, and 
summer recreation.

Please consider making a contribution to Episcopal Charities 
during the month of October as part of our Outreach program.

OCTOBER 16, MIDNIGHT RUN
Every night, nearly 4,000 people sleep on the street, in the 
subway system or in other public spaces in New York City.  This 
is why the Midnight Run exists and why it has become a funda-
mental part of our outreach program at St. Barnabas.  Based on 
our last two runs, we really need another car and driver for the 
October Run, and we also need travel size shampoos and condi-
tioners.  If you can help, let Nancy Gotthelf know.

SERVICES FOR BETTY GODLEY OCTOBER 17,  
TIME TO BE ANNOUNCED
We mourn the loss of our dear sister in Christ, Betty Godley, who 
passed away after a long illness on September 18.  Fr. Bob will 
be bringing her ashes from South Carolina to St. Barnabas for the 
funeral service to be held on Saturday, October 17.  Because of 
the COVID 19 virus we can only accommodate 50 people in the 
sanctuary, and we anticipate there will 
be approxiately 11 family member in 
attendance.  The service will also be 
live on zoom.  

The Board of the Carvel Foundation 
has given a most generous gift to  The 
Betty Stewart Godley Memorial Fund 
at St. Barnabas in Betty’s memory. 
Anyone wishing to give a gift in Bet-
ty’s memory may also donate to the 
fund in lieu of flowers (checks should 
be made to St. Barnabas Episcopal 
Church with a notation: “for The Bet-
ty Stewart Godley Memorial Fund”).  

Betty made good use of her creative talents in her years serving 
as a pastor’s wife.  She was the devoted mother of five children 
and, as an executor of her aunt’s estate and Carvel Board mem-
ber, she faithfully honored her aunt and uncle’s wishes that the 
Carvel estate should be dedicated to charitable causes.  

Our love and prayers go to Fr. Bob and to all the Godley family.
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LEARNING SUPPORT AT ST. BARNABAS
Sabina Gaston is offering a great service for parents seeking 
learning support for children in Grades 2-6.  This is a drop-off 
service where a child can be put in a safe environment to do 
school directed lessons and activities on virtual learning days.  
Flyers describing the service and contact information can be 
picked up from the table at the back of the church.  For those 
parents returning to work in need of help on virtual learning days 
this support fills the need.  

JOHN BOSTONIAN, R.I.P.
Services for our beloved parishioner, John Bostonian, were held 

at ST. GREGORY THE ENLIGHT-
ENER ARMENIAN CHURCH in 
White Plains on September 15.  The 
beautiful Armenian service, includ-
ing prayers and music, was conduct-
ed partly in Armenian and partly in 
English.  Among the many floral 
tributes, were two from The Parish of 
St. Barnabas and The Men’s Group 
of St. Barnabas.  Representing our 
parish were Bill Sullivan, Kathy 
Mau, Doris Brown, Steve Groth, Ilse 

Koerper, and Kathy Wolf.  For those who would have attended, 
had it not been for the COVID 19 virus, we are sharing here pho-
tographs from the service and the “remembrance” spoken at the 
service by John’s daughter, Helen Wiklund., which was written 
by her brother John and her.

Dad was born in Brooklyn on No-
vember 28, 1924 and lived on East 
Second Street.  He graduated high 
school in January 1943 and in March 
he was drafted into the Army.  He 
served in the Quartermaster Core 
and was stationed in India for two 
years.  He loved to tell everyone 
about his stories. One time Dad was 
approached to buy a ruby ring and 
he haggled with the man and got the 
price down to $5.  Dad said, if it is 
that cheap, it must be glass.  One of 
his duties was providing supplies to 
Merrills Maureders to fly supplies over the hump and into China.  
After the service, Dad worked for Knickerbocker Photoengrav-
ing, but that company went out of business in the late 60’s.  Then 
Dad opened Milex, an automotive franchise for several years, 
with Mom working in the office as the bookkeeper.  He sold the 
business and got a job as the director of the Art Department for 
Popular Mechanics.  He worked there until he retired at age 70.

Dad met Mom on Memorial Day weekend at Shady Hill, where 
many Armenians used to vacation, at Hunter Mountain.  On their 
first date, Dad told Mom, he was going to marry her, and two 
years later, they got married in the Armenian Church in NYC.  
They honeymooned in Bar Harbor, Maine, and Quebec, Canada, 
and were together for 69 years.
 
As I am sure you know, Dad had a few idiosyncrasies, namely, he 
was frugal, never spent a dollar he didn’t have to and wanted to 
take it with him when he passed.  Second, his inordinate amount 
of time spent in the bathroom.

Helen’s fond memory was going shopping to Macy’s for Mom’s 

birthday or anniversary gifts with Dad.  Mom 
told Helen what she wanted and she would 
show Dad, and he would buy it.  Dad was 
very wise about investing his money and told 
Helen when she started working at IBM to 
buy the stock and join the 401K plan.  She is 
very glad she listened to him.
 Dad was very set in his ways.  At Bristol 
Glen, he wanted to get a haircut, but due 
to COVID-19 restrictions, the barber shop 
was closed so he raised holy hell with the administration.  They 
gave him the number to the NJ Governor and told him to call the 
Governor; Dad got his haircut.
 
Dad was the last surviving member of his generation.  His broth-
er, Harold, and sisters, Valentine and Gladys, passed before him.  

Dad will be missed!

John was very proud of his 
Armenian heritage and the fact 
that the Armenian culture sur-
vived the first genocide of the 
20th century.  As a part of that 
community he contributed to 
the construction of ST. GRE- 
GORY THE ENLIGHTENER 
ARMENIAN CHURCH in 
White Plains.  Nonetheless 
he and Agnes were faithful 
parishioners at St. Barnabas 

and John continued to donate to St. Barnabas and to our Out-
reach programs after he and Agnes moved first to their son John’s 
home in New Jersey and then to an Assisted Living residence 
nearby.  At St. Barnabas John was a member of the Men’s group 
and served as an almoner for many years.  He was famous for 
refusing to back down on prices set at our Attic Sales, being truly 
offended that anyone would even think of asking for a discount 
when they knew the money was going to the church!   Rest in 
peace, thou good and faithful servant.

Photos from the service appear herein.  The red/white/blue flow-
ers are from the Parish, and the others are from the Men’s Group. 

MEET “OUR VET” 
As you know, our Outreach collection for several months this 
year yielded enough to support a Westchester Veteran for one 
year via the “Family to Family” veteran’s program.
 
The veteran we are sponsoring is Todd P., recommended by 
Andrea Molina, the director of the Vet2Vet program at Family 
Services of Westchester in White Plains, NY.  Todd is 52 years 
old and was born on April 3rd, 1968 in Newark, New Jersey. 
Todd served in the Army at Fort Bliss in El Paso, Texas. He 
worked as a nursing assistant for 9 years at the Department for 
Veteran Affairs until he suffered a non-work related back injury. 
He was forced to resign and lost his apartment.  Todd writes that 
he enjoys music production, writing and photography. Our do-
nation will provide Todd with a gift card to a local grocery store 
once a month for a year. Family Services will do the shopping 
and distribute the items every month.
 
If you’d like to do a little more, Todd would appreciate receiving 
shampoo, shaving cream, toothpaste and gel soap. Todd’s clo-
thing sizes are: Shirts: 3-4 X, Pants: 44, Shoes size: 13.  There is 
a box where you can leave any of the above items for Todd at the 
back of the church.


