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Bible Study: Love and Sacrifice: Friday May 14, 2021 

St. Barnaba Episcopal Church, Ardsley 

Introduction and prayer by Rev. Dr. Varghese Mathew 

Dr. Easow Mathew introduces the topic and starts the Bible Study with a song on 

love downloaded from you-tube. *  

Bible verses on which the study is based: 

1. 1 John 4; 8: Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.   

2. 1 Corinthians; 13; 2:  If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all 

mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, 

but do not have love, I am nothing. 

3. 1 Corinthians; 13; 13:  And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But 

the greatest of these is love. 

4. John 3; 16: For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 

whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

5. John 15; 13: Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s 

friends. 

This Bible study is divided into three sections: 

• Section 1: what is love 

• Section 2: teachings of Jesus on love 

• Section 3: the scientific meaning of love.  

Section 1: What is Love 

 Definition: Love is an intense feeling of deep affection arising from attachment, 

compassion, obligation, or respect.  

1 Corinthians chapter 13. (Francis Mathew reads this chapter for us.)  

Based on this chapter meditation on the things that love does, and the things that 

love does not do follows. 
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Section 2: Teachings of Jesus on love 

Examining details of the five different levels of love taught by Jesus Christ: 

Loving God, Loving the neighbor, Loving the poor and the needy, Loving the 

enemies, and Love involving sacrifice.  

References: 

Matthew 22; 37 & 38: Jesus replied: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart 

and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the first and greatest 

commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself. All the 

Law and the Prophets hang on these two.”  

Luke 10; 25-37: Parable of the Good Samaritan. (To read at home) 

Matthew 25; 40: The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of 

the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’  

Matthew 5; 44:  But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who 

persecute you, that you may be children of your Father in heaven. 

Matthew 26; 52: Jesus said, “Put your sword back in its place, for all who draw 

the sword will die by the sword.” 

Luke 23; 34: Jesus said “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are 

doing”.  

John 15; 13: Jesus said, greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life 

for one’s friends.  

Philippians 2; 6-8: Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with 

God something to be used to his own advantage.  rather, he made himself 

nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 

And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming 

obedient to death— even death on a cross! *(May ask someone to read this 

portion). 

  



3 
 

Section 3: The Scientific Meaning of Love 

Explaining the gravitational force of attraction in science as equal to love.  

Explaining Mass Defect theory in atomic physics to correlate the natural intimacy 

between love and sacrifice. 

Conclusion 

Explaining how God’s unconditional love is exhibited both in creation and 

salvation of human beings. 

 References:  

Gen;1; 27: God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created 

them; male and female he created them and blessed them. 

 Psalm 8; 5-6: You have made them a little lower than the angels and crowned 

them with glory and honor. You made them rulers over the works of your hands.  

Once more looking at the beautiful verse of John 3; 16. 

John 3; 16: For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 

whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.   

Concluding with a question, what can we do in return of God’s love?  

*(A slide show of the summary of today’s study)  

Time for a short discussion of the topic; and closing with the Lord’s prayer.  

                                  **************  


