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Liturgy in the Midst of Social Isolation: August 9, 2020 

The Tenth Sunday After Pentecost 

Opening Hymn:    #636  How Firm a Foundation   
1 How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, 
is laid for your faith in his excellent word! 
What more can he say than to you he hath said, 
to you that for refuge to Jesus have fled? 

2 "Fear not, I am with thee; O be not dismayed! 
For I am thy God, and will still give thee aid; 
I'll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand, 
upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand. 

3 "When through the deep waters I call thee to go, 
the rivers of woe shall not thee overflow; 
for I will be with thee, thy troubles to bless, 
and sanctify to thee thy deepest distress. 

4 "When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie, 
my grace, all sufficient, shall be thy supply; 
the flame shall not hurt thee; I only design 
thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine. 

Priest: Alleluia! Christ is risen 

Response: The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!  

Gloria (Spoken)   
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God 
and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.  Lord Jesus Christ, only 
Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:  have mercy on us; you 
are seated at the right hand of the Father:  receive our prayer.  For you alone are the Holy One, you 
alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the 
Father.  Amen 

Collect of the Day: 
Grant to us, Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do always those things that are right, that we, who 
cannot exist without you, may by you be enabled to live according to your will; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The First Lesson:  Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28      read by Barbara Brown 
Jacob settled in the land where his father had lived as an alien, the land of Canaan. This is the story of 
the family of Jacob. 

Joseph, being seventeen years old, was shepherding the flock with his brothers; he was a helper to the 
sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father’s wives; and Joseph brought a bad report of them to their father. 
Now Israel loved Joseph more than any other of his children, because he was the son of his old age; and 
he had made him a long robe with sleeves. But when his brothers saw that their father loved him more 
than all his brothers, they hated him, and could not speak peaceably to him. 

Now his brothers went to pasture their father’s flock near Shechem. And Israel said to Joseph, “Are not 
your brothers pasturing the flock at Shechem? Come, I will send you to them.” He answered, “Here I 
am.” So he said to him, “Go now, see if it is well with your brothers and with the flock; and bring word 
back to me.” So he sent him from the valley of Hebron. 

He came to Shechem, and a man found him wandering in the fields; the man asked him, “What are you 
seeking?” “I am seeking my brothers,” he said; “tell me, please, where they are pasturing the flock.” The 
man said, “They have gone away, for I heard them say, ‘Let us go to Dothan.’“ So Joseph went after his 
brothers, and found them at Dothan. They saw him from a distance, and before he came near to them, 
they conspired to kill him. They said to one another, “Here comes this dreamer. Come now, let us kill 
him and throw him into one of the pits; then we shall say that a wild animal has devoured him, and we 
shall see what will become of his dreams.” But when Reuben heard it, he delivered him out of their 
hands, saying, “Let us not take his life.” Reuben said to them, “Shed no blood; throw him into this pit 
here in the wilderness, but lay no hand on him” —that he might rescue him out of their hand and 
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restore him to his father. So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe, the long 
robe with sleeves that he wore; and they took him and threw him into a pit. The pit was empty; there 
was no water in it. 

Then they sat down to eat; and looking up they saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from Gilead, with 
their camels carrying gum, balm, and resin, on their way to carry it down to Egypt. Then Judah said to 
his brothers, “What profit is it if we kill our brother and conceal his blood? Come, let us sell him to the 
Ishmaelites, and not lay our hands on him, for he is our brother, our own flesh.” And his brothers 
agreed. When some Midianite traders passed by, they drew Joseph up, lifting him out of the pit, and 
sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of silver. And they took Joseph to Egypt. 

Reader:  The Word of the Lord 
People:  Thanks be to God 

Psalm 85:8-13               Benedixisti, Domine     Read responsively by Sharon DeVivo 

I will listen to what the LORD God is saying, * for he is speaking peace to his faithful people 
and to those who turn their hearts to him. 

Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him, * that his glory may dwell in our land. 

Mercy and truth have met together; * righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 

Truth shall spring up from the earth, * and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 

The LORD will indeed grant prosperity, * and our land will yield its increase. 

Righteousness shall go before him, * and peace shall be a pathway for his feet. 

Paul’s Letter to the Romans 10:5-15               Read by Sharon DeVivo 
Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person who does these 
things will live by them.” But the righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do not say in your heart, 
‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) “or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’” 
(that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). But what does it say? “The word is near you, on your lips and 
in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); because if you confess with your lips that 
Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For one 
believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved. The 
scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to shame.” For there is no distinction between 
Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. For, “Everyone who 
calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in one of 
whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him? And how 
are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who 
bring good news!” 

Reader:  The Word of the Lord 
People:  Thanks be to God 

Sequence Hymn     #608    Eternal Father, Strong to Save 

Verses 1-2, Gospel, Alleluia, Verses 3-4 
1 Eternal Father, strong to save, 

whose arm hath bound the restless wave, 
who bidd'st the mighty ocean deep 
its own appointed limits keep: 
O hear us when we cry to thee  
for those in peril on the sea. 

2 O Christ, whose voice the waters heard 
and hushed their raging at thy word, 
who walkedst on the foaming deep, 
and calm amid the storm didst sleep: 
O hear us when we cry to thee 
for those in peril on the sea. 
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3 Most Holy Spirit, who didst brood 
upon the chaos dark and rude, 
and bid its angry tumult cease, 
and give, for wild confusion, peace: 
O hear us when we cry to thee 
for those in peril on the sea 

4 O Trinity of love and power, 
thy children shield in danger's hour; 
from rock and tempest, fire and foe, 
protect them wheresoe'er they go; 
thus evermore shall rise to thee 
glad hymns of praise from land and sea. 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 14:22-33 

People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ (Remain standing) 

Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side, while he dismissed the 
crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When 
evening came, he was there alone, but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the 
land, for the wind was against them. And early in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. 
But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they 
cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 

Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” He said, “Come.” So 
Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. But when he noticed 
the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” Jesus 
immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you 
doubt?” When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, 
“Truly you are the Son of God.” 

Priest:  The Gospel of the Lord 

People: Praise to You, Lord Christ  

Homily: The Rev. Dr. Varghese Mathew 

The Nicene Creed (Please stand as you are able)  
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God 
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  
Through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:  by the 
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he 
was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried   On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the Prophets.  We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 
sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen 

Prayers of the People:        led by Barbara Brown 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together in your 
love, and reveal your glory in the world. We pray for all clergy members that they may be faithful 
ministers of your Word and Sacraments.   Silence 

In your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
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Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we may honor 
one another and serve the common good.  Grant us the wisdom to deal effectively with the challenges 
presented by the COVID-19 pandemic.  Help us to meet the injustice we do see with your wisdom and 
grace.  Let us trust in you to lead us to the wisdom we need.   Silence 

In your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

For those in positions of public trust, that they may serve justice and promote the dignity and freedom 
of every person.   Silence 

In your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

We pray for all authorities and researchers in the field of infectious disease and medicine, all health care 
workers and hospital staff as they work with dedication and sincerity to bring forth healing and remedy 
in the midst of coronavirus and any other illness.   Silence 

In your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

We pray for all workers such as the fire department, ambulance, police department, grocery workers, 
farmers, factory units, funeral home workers, and any other essential workers and departments working 
in the midst of the COVID-19 crisis that we may have forgotten to name. Silence 

In your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

For our enemies and those who wish us harm; and for all whom we have injured or offended. Silence 

In your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

For ourselves, for the forgiveness of our sins, and for the grace of the Holy Spirit to amend our lives.   
Silence 

In your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in the 
service of others and to your honor and glory.   Silence 

In your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

Almighty God of Justice and Liberation, we pray for all those who are affected by racial injustice, 
inequality, violence, oppression and all sort of brokenness. Help us to be the voice for the voiceless and 
a beacon of light whenever and wherever there is darkness.    Silence 

In your mercy 
Hear our prayer 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and love 
one another as he loves us.   Silence 

In your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

Comfort and heal all of us who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give us courage and hope in our troubles, 
and bring us the joy of your salvation.   Silence 

In your mercy 
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Hear our prayer. 

In our daily lives as we face troubles and joys, large and small, keep us mindful that  

you are always with us. For all of us and all those we know, that we continue to seek you  

and a deeper knowledge of you, that we may find you and be found by you.   Silence 

In your mercy 
Hear our prayer 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that 
we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.    Silence 

In your mercy 
Hear our prayer.    

Confession & Absolution: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to 
the glory of your Name. Amen.    

Absolution   

Peace   

Special Prayers for Birthdays or Wedding Anniversary  

Announcements 

Communion Hymn: #306  Come, Risen Lord and Deign to be our Guest 
1 Come, risen Lord, and deign to be our guest;  

nay, let us be thy guests; the feast is thine; 
thyself at thine own board make manifest,  
in thine own sacrament of bread and wine. 

2  We meet, as in that upper room they met;  
thou at the table, blessing, yet dost stand:  
"This is my body": so thou givest yet:  
faith still receives the cup as from thy hand. 

3 One body we, one body who partake,  
one church united in communion blest;  
one name we bear, one bread of life we break,  
with all thy saints on earth and saints at rest. 

4 One with each other, Lord, for one in thee,  
who art one Saviour and one living Head;  
then open thou our eyes, that we may see;  
be known to us in breaking of the bread. 

Prayer of Spiritual Communion    

Note: The apostle Paul in the Epistle to the Romans 8: 38-39 states that nothing can separate us from 
the love of God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Today in our inability to receive Holy Communion; let us be 
assured of the fullness of Christ’s love that is inseparable from us. Let us be assured that if a person 
desires to receive communion and is unable to do so due to extreme situations, all the benefits of the 
Communion are fully received, even though the Sacrament is not received physically. Christ is present 
and offers Himself in all fullness whenever and wherever we approach that throne of grace.   

Let us pray and spiritually take part in Communion with God and one another:    
My dearest Lord Jesus, I believe that each time Holy Eucharist is celebrated at the altar of your Church; you 
are present in our midst as the bread of life and as the cup of salvation. Today, due to my inability to receive 
you in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, I trust in your grace that always comes in search of me 
transcending all barriers. Fill my heart and soul with your presence. Never permit me to be separated from 
your love, but instead be united to you my Lord and my God, through the Father and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer    

Benediction  

Closing Hymn # 437  Tell Out My Soul 

1 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord! 
Unnumbered blessings give my spirit voice; 
tender to me the promise of his word; 
in God my Savior shall my heart rejoice. 

2 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his name! 
Make known his might, the deeds his arm has done; 
his mercy sure, from age to age the same; 
his holy name -- the Lord, the Mighty One. 

3 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might! 
Powers and dominions lay their glory by. 
Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight, 
the hungry fed, the humble lifted high. 

 

3 Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word! 
Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure. 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord 
to children's children and forevermore! 

Dismissal 

People:  Thanks be to God, Alleluia, alleluia! 

 

The Altar Flowers are given by Carolyn Ricci in memory of her brother, Donald Ricci. 

The Sanctuary Candle burns in memory of John Shanceone, given by Kathy Mau. 

 

Birthdays: 

• Dennis DeVincenzo 

• Ethel Rosally 

• Jeff Rosally 


