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WEEKLY SCHEDULE FOR THE MONTH OF 
SEPTEMBER

SUNDAYS:
10:00 AM HOLY EUCHARIST

 

A MESSAGE FROM FR. MATHEW  
Dear People of God,
The last couple of months had been a time of tough transition for 
many of us including myself and my family. We certainly had 
to adapt, accommodate, and adjust ourselves to the new normal 
in the midst of our circumstances surrounding COVID-19. In 
addition, as a nation we witnessed incidents of racial injustice 
and racial tensions. We are confronted by our brokenness and 
the realization of vulnerability. As we step into the month of 
September, with schools and colleges reopening in some form 
(in-person, hybrid or remote), many families face an increase load 
of challenges and responsibilities. There is certainly no hiding 
from that! However, in the midst of the increasing challenges, let 
us ask ourselves the question of what can I do to help myself, my 
family, and my community. What can I do? Let me share a short 
illustration with you. 
The other night, my little son Francis looked outside the window 
and showed me something. Papa, he said, “Look at that firefly 
out there, isn’t it beautiful how that firefly shares its little light 
in the darkness.” My son was very excited as he was telling me 
this. My first reaction was to tell him, “Hey son, go to bed….it is 
already past your bed time and there you are looking at fireflies.” 
However, very quickly I understood the philosophy or the depth 
of his thinking. I couldn’t help but look outside myself. And there 
we were, Francis and I looking outside through the window into 
the dark. Very quickly, another firefly came by and then another 
one. Within no time, the whole place was lit by plenty of fireflies 
flying around with their light. It was the most beautiful thing to 
see in the darkness of that night. Jesus calls us the light of the 
world and motivates us to shine our light before others (Matthew 
5: 14-16). In the midst of continued challenges, let us be that light 
even if it is a little firefly light. Amen.

In the event of a pastoral emergency, please contact  
Fr. Mathew 914-572-1568

REMEMBER TO BRING DONATIONS FOR THE SOUTH CHURCH FOOD PANTRY 

THERE ARE MANY WAYS TO JOIN YOUR FELLOW
PARISHIONERS TO CELEBRATE THE EUCHARIST
Necessity being the Mother of invention we have devised several  
ways for every parishioner to be together with your church family 
every Sunday morning at 10 AM to celebrate the Eucharist during 
the COVID 19 pandemic.

For those who feel comfortable in being physically present, the 
sanctuary is now open on Sundays for attendance.  Thanks to 
Carolyn Ricci, Doris Brown, Dennis DiVincenzo, Bill Sullivan 
and others,  the pews have been wiped down with sanitizers, tem-
peratures are checked at the door, and seating is spaced apart gen-
erously.  Everyone must wear a mask.  Because singing has, alas, 
been identified as a high risk way of spreading droplets in the air, 
only Kathy Wolf and Sharon deVivo, wearing masks,  and safely 
distanced from the congregation, sing the hymns as our “choir”.  
(If you are in church you can sing along if you are socially 
distanced.   If you are at home on zoom or on the phone, you can 
give it your all!)  The eucharist itself is celebrated spiritually.  

For those who remain concerned about the possible dangers of 
leaving home, attendance can be either by zoom or by phone.  
If you wish to attend by zoom just click on the link sent to you 
by email each week to join the group.  If you wish to attend by 
phone, dial the following number: 1- 929- 205- 6099, and use the 
meeting ID:  960 1152 3996#

So far our experiment with reopening has been going well, and 
we are happy to be joined by worshippers from other parishes 
who, at present, do not have access to other choices. See you on 
Sunday!

OUTREACH FOR SEPTEMBER: FEEDING WESTCHESTER
The pandemic has brought more than just illness to our commu-
nity, it has also brought job losses and business failures affecting 
many people, who find themselves in the unusual position of  
having to rely on charitable resources for food. Feeding West-
chester (formerly known as the Westchester Food Bank) provides 
more than seven million meals to people who are hungry across 
the county every year. But even that does not fill the need as the 
recently unemployed only add to the numbers in need.

Even before the pandemic, 1 in 5 people in Westchester experi-
enced food insecurity.   The pandemic has only made those num-
bers worse.  Working with more than 300 local partners, Feeding 
Westchester supplies 95 percent of all food distributed annually 
across the region’s food pantries, soup kitchens, shelters, and 
daycare and residential programs. Their collaboration with major 
retailers and corporations, and their expertise in food procure-
ment, storage, and distribution, turns every monetary donation 
into fresh food for our community.

As an incentive for each of us to give generously, Steve Groth 
has offered to match our donations, so every dollar you give will 
mean twice as much for this cause.  Thank you, Steve.
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Fr. Mathew offers a 
blessing for William 
Andrade who sang 
a solo during the 
service on August 16, 
shortly before he left 
for college.
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MIDNIGHT RUN, SEPTEMBER 18
The pandemic has imposed limitations on what we can do for 
each run.  We no longer hand out clothing, except for pre-pack-
aged bags that contain clean underwear, socks, a tee shirt and 
a mask. We also hand out prepackaged small bags of toiletries, 
some of which are supplied by the Midnight Run Store.  We do, 
however continue to offer our pre-packed lunch bags and water, 
and we put all items on folding tables so as to maintain social 
distance.  Those who went on the August run reported that they 
came back empty handed—absolutely everything was distributed.  
For the September Run we could use travel size shampoo and 
conditioner if someone would like to make a donation.

It has been reported that the homeless in New York City have 
not fared too badly during the pandemic, ironically because they 
spend so much time outdoors, but that will undoubtedly change 
once cooler weather sets in and they have to go back to the 
shelters. 

We want to thank Nancy Gotthelf’s mother, DorothyWakefield, 
for her donation of masks to hand out on the August run.  Doro-
thy has been making masks for anyone who needs them and has 
made over 1,000 so far!  

OUR THANKS TO BILL SULLIVAN
We are grateful to Bill Sullivan who faithfully keeps an eye on 
the church and who recently arranged for the removal of a tree 
that was dangerously leaning over Revolutionary Rd.

SOUTH CHURCH FOOD PANTRY
The box for our donations to the South Church Food Pantry is at 
the back of the church.  Every Wednesday Dennis Di Vincenzo 
takes our donations to the pantry. This is a reminder of the food 
pantry items that are most requested:
Cold cereal (unsweetened)
Dry beans (black desirable)
Spaghetti or Linguine
Pasta sauce (in plastic jars if possible, to avoid breakage)
Flour (5lb. bags)
Rice
Canned beef stew
Canned tuna or chicken
Vegetable oil or canola oil (28-ounce bottle)
Canned fruit
Canned vegetables
Hearty soups
Pancake Mix, Pancake Syrup

ALSO

Diapers
Toilet paper
Paper towels
Tissues
Feminine hygiene products
Soap
Laundry products

For information about the Dobbs Ferry Food Pantry call  
South Presbyterian Church in Dobbs Ferry at 914-693-0473  
or visit www.dobbsferrypantry.org

REMEMBRANCE OF PICNICS PAST
We are fortunate to live in New York State,  which, although it 
was initially hit hard by the pandemic, has followed the direc-
tives of scientists in dealing with pandemic. While that includes 
avoiding large gatherings, it has also put our state in the enviable 
position of having a much lower rate of infection than most of 
the rest of the country. The directive to avoid large gatherings 
obviously puts a damper on our Annual Family Picnic, so here 
are  some memories of picnics past for you to enjoy on Sunday, 
September 13 when we would have enjoyed, in normal times, our 
annual get together.  (you will have to supply your own hots dogs 
and hamburgers at home.)


