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Special Liturgy in the Midst of Social Isolation 

 March 29, 2020 Lent 5 (adapted from the Book of Common Prayer) 

Salutation & Welcome:   Father Mathew 

Opening Hymn: Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing, led by Kathy, accompanied by Larry  

Come, Thou Fount of every blessing, 

Tune my heart to sing Thy grace; 

Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 

Call for songs of loudest praise. 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, 

Sung by flaming tongues above. 

Praise the mount, I’m fixed upon it, 

Mount of Thy redeeming love. 

Here I find my greatest treasure; 

hither by thy help I've come; 

and I hope, by thy good pleasure, 

safely to arrive at home. 

Jesus sought me when a stranger, 

wandering from the fold of God; 

he, to rescue me from danger, 

bought me with his precious blood. 

Oh, to grace how great a debtor 

daily I'm constrained to be! 

Let thy goodness, like a fetter, 

bind my wandering heart to thee: 

prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 

prone to leave the God I love; 

here's my heart, O take and seal it; 

seal it for thy courts above. 

Jesus said, "I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever 

believes in me shall never thirst."      John 6:35 

Priest: Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 

Response: His mercy endures for ever. 

Let us pray: 

Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly wills and affections of sinners: Grant 
your people grace to love what you command and desire what you promise; that, among the 
swift and varied changes of the world, our hearts may surely there be fixed where true joys are 
to be found; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

Readings: 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set 

me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones.  
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He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He 
said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” Then he said 
to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. 
Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will 
lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put 
breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord.”  

So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a 
rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on 
them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in 
them. Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: 
Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, 
that they may live.” I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and 
they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 

Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones 
are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ Therefore prophesy, and say to 
them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your 
graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am 
the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put 
my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall 
know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act,” says the Lord. 

Romans 8:6-11 

To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this 

reason, the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God's law-- 
indeed it cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone 
who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, though the 
body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who 
raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to 
your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According to John 11:1-45 

Response: Glory to you, Lord Christ 

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. Mary 

was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother 
Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” But when 
Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that 
the Son of God may be glorified through it.” Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her 
sister and Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the 
place where he was.  
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Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” The disciples said to him, 
“Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” Jesus 
answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not 
stumble, because they see the light of this world. But those who walk at night stumble, because 
the light is not in them.” After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, 
but I am going there to awaken him.” The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he 
will be all right.” Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he 
was referring merely to sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am 
glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” Thomas, who was called the 
Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. Now 
Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the Jews had come to Martha 
and Mary to console them about their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she 
went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been 
here, my brother would not have died. But even now I know that God will give you whatever 
you ask of him.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” Martha said to him, “I know 
that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the 
resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and 
everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” She said to him, 
“Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.”  

When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, “The 
Teacher is here and is calling for you.” And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to 
him. Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had 
met him. The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and 
go out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 
When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if 
you had been here, my brother would not have died.” When Jesus saw her weeping, and the 
Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He 
said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” Jesus began to weep. 
So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” But some of them said, “Could not he who opened 
the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”  

Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying 
against it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, 
“Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I 
not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” So they took away the stone. 
And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew that you 
always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may 
believe that you sent me.” When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come 
out!” The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face 
wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 

Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in 
him. 
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Response: Praise to You, Lord Christ 

Homily: The Rev. Dr. Varghese Mathew 

Prayers of the People: led by Sharon DeVivo 

Heavenly Father, we come to You with love and open hands and hearts in this time of 
worldwide uncertainty. We are worried about the impact of Coronavirus on our families, our 
neighbors, our parishioners, our livelihoods, and our sense of well-being. We know that you 
have assured us of Your peace: 

 “I leave the gift of peace with you—my peace. Not the kind of fragile peace given by the world, 
but my perfect peace. Don’t yield to fear or be troubled in your hearts—instead, be 
courageous!” John 14:26-27 TPT 

 We ask for your blessing on those who are isolated as a result of the virus, those who are ill 
from the virus, or those who have experienced the loss of someone—may they all feel the 
healing breath of the Holy Spirit so that they may know the saving power of Your love. 

 Father, we also pray for all of those health care professionals who are serving tirelessly to care 
for the sick and halt the spread of the virus. We hold up our leaders and pray that You guide 
them in making the best decisions for our nation and our world. 

Father, please be with us, hold us in the palm of Your hand and let us see You as You work in 
the world. Teach us to trust in You knowing that you will never leave us. We pray all of these 
things with one voice as a parish family, in your loving name, Amen 

Confession & Absolution, BCP 360 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly 
repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may 
delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.  

Absolution 

Peace 

Birthday or Wedding Anniversary Special Prayers 

Special Meditation – Steve Groth, from Sister Jean Fallon of Maryknoll 

And the people stayed home. And read books, and listened, and rested, and exercised, and 
made art, and played games, and learned new ways of being, and were still. And listened more 
deeply. Some meditated, some prayed, some danced. Some met their shadows. And the people 
began to think differently. 

And the people’s hearts awakened to those with no homes for refuge or food to outlast the 
crisis, to those who lost their paychecks or were stuck in refugee camps or crowded prisons or 
had been seen as lesser-than. (added by my friend Louise Dunlap) 
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And the people healed. And, in the absence of people living in ignorant, dangerous, mindless, 
and heartless ways, the earth began to heal. 

And when the danger passed, and the people joined together again, they grieved their losses, 
and made new choices, and dreamed new images, and created new ways to live and heal the 
earth fully, as they had been healed. 

Announcements 

Prayer of Spiritual Communion 
Note: If a person desires to receive communion and is unable to do so due to extreme situations, 
all the benefits of the Communion are received, even though the Sacrament is not received with 
the mouth. Christ is present and offers Himself in all fullness whenever and wherever we 
approach that throne of grace. 

Let us pray and spiritually take part in Communion with God and one another:  

My dearest Lord Jesus, I believe that each time I come to your Table and receive Communion; 
you are present in our midst as the bread of life and the cup of salvation. Today, due to my 
inability to come to you physically, I trust in your grace that always comes in search of me 
transcending all physical barriers. Fill my heart and soul with your presence. Never permit me 
to be separated from your love, but instead be united to you my Lord and my God, through the 
Father and the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

Benediction & Dismissal 

Closing Hymn: My Shepherd Will Supply My Need led by Kathy Wolf, accompanied by Larry  

My Shepherd will supply my need, 

Jehovah is his name; 

in pastures fresh he makes me feed, 

beside the living stream. 

He brings my wandering spirit back 

when I forsake his ways; 

and leads me, for his mercy's sake, 

in paths of truth and grace. 

When I walk through the shades of death, 

thy presence is my stay; 

one word of thy supporting breath 

drives all my fears away. 

Thy hand in sight of all my foes, 

doth still my table spread; 

my cup with Blessings overflows, 

thy oil anoints my head 

The sure provisions of my God 

attend me all my days; 

oh, may thy house be my abode, 

and all my work be praise. 

There would I find a settled rest, 

while others go and come; 

no more a stranger, nor a guest, 

but like a child at home. 

 


