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The Saint Barnabas Beacon
March 1-31, 2021 100+Years of Building Faith, Family & Fellowship

WEEKLY SCHEDULE FOR THE MONTH  
OF MARCH

SUNDAYS:
10:00 AM EUCHARIST
10:00 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL

 
 

A MESSAGE FROM FR. MATHEW 

Dear People of God,

With the observance of our Ash Wednesday liturgy, we have 
officially stepped into another liturgical season according to our 
church calendar, the Season of Holy Lent. The forty days period 
of Lent replicating Jesus Christ’s wilderness experience, indeed 
takes us on a spiritual wilderness journey. This journey takes us 
back in time to experience the passion, death, and then the joy of 
the victorious resurrection of Jesus Christ. The Season of Lent 
offers us a period of theological reflection, self-examination, and 
repentance. Lent is an experience for us to come closer to God 
and to become aware of God’s most Holy Presence in our lives.

I welcome you to the following Services we are planning on Holy 
Week that culminates with the joyful liturgical celebration of 
Easter Sunday (more details to follow via parish emails):

Sunday, March 28 - Palm Sunday Service, 10 A.M.
Wednesday, March 31 - The Stations of the Cross, 7:30 P.M.
Thursday, April 1 - Maundy Thursday, 7:30 P.M.
Friday, April 2 - Good Friday Service, 7:30 P.M.
Saturday, April 3 - Holy Saturday Service, 10 A.M.
Sunday, April 4 – Easter Sunday Service, 10 A.M.
 
Peace,
Varghese Mathew

MARCH 7: OUTREACH SUNDAY
EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF TEXAS WINTER STORM RELIEF
We all watched in horror at the devastation that can be caused 
by a massive power failure in the midst of freezing cold weather 
when the Texas power grid failed recently. People went without 
heat, pipes burst and flooded homes and businesses, and all of this 
in the midst of the problems caused by the pandemic. While the 
rest of the United States has shared grids so that states can help 
one another when failures occur, Texas, by choice, stands alone 
and does not share services with other states. The lesson in the 
importance of sharing and helping neighbors is clear.

In response to the humanitarian crisis the Episcopal Diocese of 
Texas has established a Winter Storm Relief fund to help their 
most vulnerable neighbors find safe shelter, food, and basic 
supplies through their local churches reaching out to serve those 
in need.

In the event of a pastoral emergency, please contact  
Fr. Mathew 914-572-1568

REMEMBER TO BRING DONATIONS FOR THE SOUTH CHURCH FOOD PANTRY 

You can help the Episcopal church reach out to our brothers and 
sisters through your donation to the Diocese of Texas Winter 
Storm Relief fund which is our Outreach for Sunday March 7 and 
during the month of March. Checks should be made payable to 
St. Barnabas with a notation: Texas winter storm relief.

SUPERBOWL FEBRUARY FOOD DRIVE
Our Sunday School’s Super Bowl February Food Drive was a 
great success. Shown here are Bethsaida and Francis Mathew 
with Charles Gordon as they were about to take the donation to 
the Carver Center in Port Chester where the food will be distrib-
uted to those experiencing food insecurity in the community. Way 
to go Sunday School!
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MARCH 19: MIDNIGHT RUN
New York City seems to be taking steps to protect the homeless 
during the pandemic by providing more shelters as there have 
been fewer homeless on the streets in recent months. The Mid-
night Run volunteers for the February Run found only 15 people 
to serve which was a blessing. Nancy Gotthelf will be letting us 
know how much food is needed for the March Run.
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AN INTERFAITH INVITATION
THURSDAY, MARCH 18 (7:30-8:30 pm)
Our friends at The Woodlands Temple have invited everyone in 
the interfaith community to join their synagogue on Zoom for an 
Interfaith Passover Seder Thursday March 18 from 7:30-8:30 PM. 
The seder will be a specially-prepared telling of the Passover 
story, observing the Passover rituals, and sharing in the melodies 
that comprise this ancient yet ever-renewing saga of oppression, 
persecution, enslavement, endurance, liberation and hope.
 
All are welcome to register for the one-hour program. Registra-
tion must take place by Monday March 15 at wct.org/passover. 
All it requires is your email address so you can be sent an invita-
tion to join the seder on March 18. 

SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE SUPPER (VIA ZOOM)
Proving that we are not going to be defeated by the pandemic, 
several parishioners gathered together via zoom on February 16 
in observance of Shrove Tuesday. It was a time to catch up on 

Kathy thanked all those who continued to serve our parish 
throughout the year and whose reports were included in the print 
version of the Annual report.

In turn we give our thanks to Kathy for her dedicated service to 
St. Barnabas and for so conscientiously attending to all of the 
myriad details that go into successfully keeping a church afloat. 
While our mission is a spiritual one we are nonetheless obligated 
to deal with the realities of keeping our physical plant in good 
order, fulfilling the obligations of the Diocese and the State that 
are required of us while at the same time setting the tone for our 
spiritual sustenance and growth. Kathy has given generously of 
her time and talent to St. Barnabas with respect to all of these 
requirements and we are grateful for her willingness to serve St. 
Barnabas as our Senior Warden.

WHILE WE ARE NOT LOOKING
When it becomes safe for everyone to return to St. Barnabas 
in person, we will find several improvements that have been 
quietly made by Bill Sullivan, Sabina Gaston and Doris Brown. 
Those who use the kitchen facilities will be overjoyed to know 
that Sabina finally found someone to clean the stove which is 
now restored to its gleaming self. Sabina also had new innards 
put into the needlepoint kneelers which were originally made by 
Agnes Bostonian, so that now when you kneel at the altar your 
knees won’t come in contact with the wood underneath. And 
also, thanks to Doris, a pair of lovely old brass altar flower vases 
have been resurrected and polished and filled with silk flowers by 
Sabina. The inscription on the vases notes that they were donated 
by the Sunday school class of 1916.

Bill has taken care of two very practical needs: replacement of 
our fire extinguishers and replacement of the toilets in the under-
croft. Life will be much safer and pleasanter with these additions.

We thank Sabina and Bill and Doris for making all of these im-
provements and also for preserving our past..

events affecting our lives and share pancake recipes. The Men’s 
Group got a break this time, but, hopefully they will be back at 
the griddle when Shrove Tuesday rolls around again in 2022.

REPORT ON ANNUAL MEETING FEBRUARY 7
Our 2021 Annual Meeting took place via zoom on February 7 
at noon following the 10 AM Eucharist. Fr. Mathew opened the 
meeting with a prayer and spoke about the challenges we faced 
because of the Corona virus in 2020 and how we met those chal-
lenges through the use of zoom and through eventually opening 
the sanctuary, observing the Covid protocols, for those who felt 
comfortable attending services in person. He also noted that a 
number of new people were able to attend services because of the 
use of zoom, causing an increase in attendance.

Vestry election results were announced. Vestry member for 2020 
are: Kathy Wolf, Senior Warden, Sharon DeVivo, Junior Warden, 
Pat Breinin, Sabina Gaston, Ethel Rosally, William Sullivan and 
Laura Sutherland.

Kathy Wolf discussed our 2020 financials which were heavily 
impacted by the loss of customary revenues like plate donations, 
pledges, rentals and Attic Sale income, due to the virus. To bal-
ance that we were blessed by Doreen Kolditz’s generous bequest 
to St. Barnabas and a gift from the Carvel Foundation in memory 
of Betty Godley. Hopefully in 2021 some of the lost revenue will 
be restored.


