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WEEKLY SCHEDULE FOR THE MONTH OF 
FEBRUARY

SUNDAYS:
10:00 AM EUCHARIST
10:00 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL

A MESSAGE FROM FR. MATHEW

Dear People of God,

I greet you in the name of Lord Jesus Christ! Is there light at the 
end of the tunnel? How close are we to the end of the tunnel? 
These are the questions that are bothering many people including 
me. We have been in a dark tunnel called COVID-19 for more 
than a year. The discovery and approval of vaccines is certainly 
promising news, but we are yet waiting for the effective imple-
mentation of the vaccination program in such a way that herd 
immunity is reached. The emergence of other strains or mutants 
of the virus has also posed significant challenges. As we search 
for light in the dark tunnel the gospel is good news because it 
makes us aware of the light. Darkness can never overpower light. 
It is the other way around, where light overcomes darkness. The 
Gospel of John chapter 1 begins by introducing Jesus Christ as 
the heavenly and true light that shines in darkness. 

Furthermore, in John chapter 8: 12, we see Jesus powerfully 
stating, “I am the light of the World. Whoever follows me will 
never walk in darkness but will have the light of life (New Re-
vised Standard Version).” In the Sermon on the Mount discourse 
Jesus addresses all of us as the “light of the world (Matthew 5: 
14).” The gospel is good news because it reminds us that we are 
surrounded by God’s light. The good news of the gospel points 
out God’s light within each one of us. Poet Amanda Gorman, in 
her poem recited at the presidential inaugural function, beautifully 
stated, “For there is always light, if only we’re brave enough to 
see it. If only we’re brave enough to be it.” Dear People of God: 
Let us see that light and let us be that light. Amen!

With Love and Prayers,
Varghese Mathew 

OUTREACH SUNDAY FEBRUARY 7
HILLSIDE FOOD OUTREACH
Hillside Food Outreach serves our most vulnerable neighbors in 
Westchester—those who are unable to get to the food pantries, the 
elderly and low income people who, for one reason or another, 
lack mobility. Please help them by giving generously to our Feb-
ruary Outreach.

In the event of a pastoral emergency, please contact  
Fr. Mathew 914-572-1568

REMEMBER TO BRING DONATIONS FOR THE SOUTH CHURCH FOOD PANTRY 

FEBRUARY 7 ANNUAL MEETING 
12 NOON VIA ZOOM
2020 has been possibly the most challenging year we have ever 
faced, so it is important that everyone attends the Annual Meeting 
which will be held at 12 noon on February 7 solely via zoom. At 
that time everyone will receive the financial report for 2020 and 
budget projections for 2021. We will be electing new members to 
the vestry and there will be reports from the heads of the various 
committees serving St. Barnabas. 

Hopefully everyone at St. Barnabas will be able to get the Covid 
vaccine sometime in 2021 so we can return to some semblance 
of normalcy in our parish life. Meanwhile we need to focus on 
the current reality of our lives and think about the future of our 
parish. Please watch for Kathy Wolf’s email giving instructions 
on how to join the meeting via zoom.

FEBRUARY 16 SHROVE TUESDAY  
VIRTUAL PANCAKE SUPPER
Get out your griddles and prepare to make your own pancakes 
for a DIY Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper on Shrove Tuesday.   
While enjoying your pancakes at home you can remember pan-
cake suppers past by looking at these pictures from last year’s get 
together.  (Try not to get any syrup on the Beacon)
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FEBRUARY 17 ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE, 7:30 PM
There will be an Ash Wednesday service both at the church and 
via zoom at 7:30 PM on February 17. There will probably not be 
an imposition of ashes at the church as the Diocese has issued re-
strictions against this practice. You will be notified if there is any 
change in this. Meanwhile, watch for Kathy Wolf’s email giving 
instructions on how to join by zoom.

OUR SUNDAY SCHOOL FOOD DRIVE
FEBRUARY 1-28
Our Sunday School is organizing a canned food/non-perishable 
food drive in the month of February to tackle hunger and help 
those in need in the midst of the pandemic. A large cardboard 
box will be placed in the entrance of our church during the whole 
month of February. You may donate canned food items or non- 
perishable boxed food such as tuna, tomato sauce, cereal, rice, 
beans, pasta, peanut butter, and snack items such as granola bars. 
Please avoid high salt and high sugar food. The Sunday School 
children will be donating the collected food items to the Carver  
Center in Port Chester. There will be outreach via fliers and 
social media to encourage the community to contribute, so please 
let your friends and neighbors know about this Sunday School 
project.

MIDNIGHT RUN, FEBRUARY 19
For this month’s run we need travel size shampoos and condition-
ers for the toiletry kits. We have been giving out pre- made bags 
of clothing to ensure less hand to hand contact with the homeless 
during the pandemic. The bags have been put together by Dale at 
the Midnight Run office and Doris Brown. We are also giving out 
over 80 lunch bags.  Thanks to all who have been helping to set 
up and go on the runs.

A CELEBRATION OF THE LIFE OF AGNES BOSTONIAN
On January 5 a service was held at St. Barnabas and also via 
Zoom in celebration of the life of our dear sister, Agnes Bosto-
nian, who gave so much of her time and talents in the service of 
God and of St. Barnabas. Agnes was a gifted person who had a 
successful career in the clothing industry as a maker of clothes 
and costumes for many celebrities but who also used her gifts 
for the benefit of our church and 
our mission. Her handiwork is still 
evident in the needlework kneelers 
we use at the altar. Agnes’ daugh-
ter, Helen, and Fr. Godley both 
gave eulogies during the service. 
At St Barnabas Agnes served as a 
Eucharistic Minister, as a member 
of the Altar Guild, as a lay reader, as a Midnight Run volunteer 
(where she was famous for making sure that clothing items 
were a suitable fit for their recipients) and as a volunteer for our 
annual Attic and Christmas Sales. A skilled craftsperson, she also 
appreciated the beautifully crafted work of others. As a cook she 
often brought Armenian baked delicacies to special occasions at 
the church (those in the know headed for the dessert table first). 
She travelled to Jerusalem with a St. Barnabas group headed by 
Fr. Godley and to Armenia in remembrance of her heritage (she 
would often tell us that two Armenians make a village). A loving 
wife, mother, grandmother, hers was a life well lived. She is now 
with her husband John who passed away in September 2020. Rest 
in peace, dear Agnes. 

A NEW WAY TO PAY YOUR PLEDGE
A very convenient way to pay your pledge is through automat-
ic withdrawals. For many years the Diocese offered a service 
enabling automatic payments, however that service ended last 
year. If you would like to save yourself the trouble of trying to 
remember to make payments and write checks, please consider 
setting up automatic payments online through Zelle as part of 
your online banking service. When asked for the recipient’s email 
address, use stbarnabasardsleytreasurer@gmail.com 

LEARNING TO LOVE SILK FLOWERS
For more than 20 years St. Barnabas has been blessed to have 
a special relationship with Marshall’s Flowers who supplied 
our altar flowers each Sunday at a very reasonable price which 
donors of the flowers paid. Unfortunately Marshall’s has closed 
its doors forever. Our search for a replacement revealed numer-
ous shops who could provide flowers but at a considerably higher 
cost, ranging between $40 to $70 and up. Since people wishing 
to give flowers in memory of someone or for a special occasion 
might find these prices too high, the vestry decided to offer an 
alternative—a rotating selection of silk flowers. Anyone wishing 
to purchase real flowers for a special occasion in this price range 
should sign up in the book on the back of the table. Sharon DiVi-
vo has offered to pick up the flowers on these occasions. 

Our thanks to Debbie Cooke of Marshall’s Flowers for many 
years of service to St. Barnabas. 

LOUISE GIUSTI, R.I.P.
Our dear sister in Christ, Louise Giusti, died January 27 at White 
Plains Hospital at the age of 94.  We all remember Louise as a 
bright, shining light at St. Barnabas— always cheerful and up-

beat, with a smile for everyone. Louise was 
a regular member of our Bible Study group 
where she usually had a lot of questions 
to ask. She was always ready with a story 
about her youth, her days at Incarnation 
Camp, and 
her family. 

She organized our Annual Blood 
Drive each year and presided over 
her own special table in our Annual 
Attic and Christmas sales.

Fiercely independent, Louise was 
contented (and adamant) about re-
maining in her Ardsley home where 
she spent her married life and raised 
her two daughters, Marina and 
Gina. A lover of animals she enjoyed the comfort of her two cats, 
Callie and Gray, her New York Times crossword puzzles and old 
movies on TV.

In her younger days she was an intrepid traveller and a nurse, 
serving a private school in NYC and the Berwick Boys Founda-
tion durng summers in Maine. Maine was also the source of the 
delicious blueberries she brought back to make blueberry pies for 
a coffee hour. In observation of her Serbian Orthodox roots, Lou-
ise also actively served St. Sava’s Cathedral in New York City in 
many capacities. To the end Louise never lost her interest in her 
friends, in her hobbies and in life. Rest in peace, dear friend.

 


